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KURRA VILLAGE LEASE 

929. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the refusal by the Minister for Lands to sign the lease renewal on Kurra camp with 1 200 beds that the 
Premier negotiated with BHP, and to the Premier’s statement yesterday, “It is our statutory obligation, and it will 
be signed.” 

(1) Who is correct, the Premier or the Minister for Lands? 

(2) If the Minister for Lands refuses to sign it on the conditions that the Premier agreed, does the Premier 
now have no alternative but to sack him? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) As I said yesterday, Newman would not exist without BHP; so let us be correct about that. I also said 

yesterday that BHP has 750 residentially based workers in Newman and 500 fly in, fly out workers. The 
number based residentially therefore is 50 per cent greater than the number of fly in, fly out. BHP has 
increasing difficulties in attracting, if you like, family groups to live in Newman and some other 
centres, because typically it is mainly a male workforce. The wives have children at school, family 
support, their own jobs and their own careers. It is a practical reality. In a community where typically 
now both members of the family work that is a reality, which is different from back in the 1960s and 
1970s. 

With respect to the use of the Kurra Village camp, it is not a long way out of Newman. If members 
opposite want to look at the photograph, they will see the camp is located right on the edge of Newman. 
It is right there. I make that point, too, so it is not an isolated camp. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am getting to the point. With respect to all of that, as Minister for State Development 
with responsibility for agreement acts, can I state that there have been over the years probably 80 or more state 
agreement acts and never ever has Western Australia, under either Liberal or Labor governments, defaulted or 
reneged on a state agreement. It is critically important to our international reputation, and it would be a matter of 
sovereign risk if we were to do so—make no mistake about that, particularly with the Japanese agreements. It is 
a matter of sovereign risk going back to the 1960s. I, like everyone else in this chamber, would like to see more 
people living in the townships in the north. There is no doubt about it, I would, and that is why this government 
has put so much money into those regional centres and I think with a fair degree of success. 

Ms R. Saffioti: You just said it was a terrible place to live. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not say that at all. One of the problems with the opposition is it tries to put words into 
people’s mouths. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Albany! 
Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If opposition members do not want to hear—leave the room! I go back to the issue, 
because it is a very serious issue for Western Australia. The issue is that under the state agreement, BHP is 
totally within its rights to have a lease extended. I am not making a political point here; it is just an observation. 
The agreement on Kurra Village was entered into by a Labor government, and it was the right decision. 

Mr M. McGowan: It was a very heated environment. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If the Leader of the Opposition does not support it now, he can come out and say that. It 
currently has 1 600 beds. BHP is going to spend $130 million bringing Kurra Village up to the standard of 
a modern, if you like, workers’ camp, in all sorts of ways. Those contracts will go to both Newman-based 
companies and statewide companies. I understand the position that the Leader of the National Party takes, but 
BHP has now decided it will bring that number down by 400 to 1 200. It has 500 fly in, fly out workers. 
According to BHP, the reason it needs a minimum of 1 200 beds or, if you like, units is that on a regular basis it 
has maintenance cycles. For an operation the scale of Mt Newman mining operations, it will basically shut the 
operation down—maybe stage by stage—as it does the maintenance cycle. Up to 1 000 additional workers will 
come in for a short period—it may be for only a matter of days—to do that intensive maintenance work. Where 
can BHP put them? That is why Kurra Village will have 1 200 units. It will not have 1 200 people there 
throughout the year; it will have 500 people throughout the year, but it will have regular maintenance crews who 
will go in to do that cyclical maintenance. That is why the village is there. The state has a legal and a statutory 
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obligation under the state agreement to sign that lease. That is where we stand. Western Australia has never 
reneged on a state agreement and Western Australia is not going to renege on a state agreement. 
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